Bridstow CE Primary School
Admissions Policy
Arrangements for Admissions for 2018/2019
Bridstow CE Primary School is a Voluntary Aided School. This means that the
Governing Body is responsible for the admission of pupils to the school.
The overall capacity of the school has been determined to be 105 places, which
means that up to 15 children can be admitted into the reception class each year.
This figure of 15 is known as the published admissions number, and is formally
published by Herefordshire Council in their Information for Parents’ booklet, and
in the school prospectus.
If the number of applications received is above the published admissions
number, the governors have decided to follow the following convention in
allocating places at the school:
1.

Places will be allocated to children who are in the ‘looked after’
system, or a child who was previously looked after but immediately
after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or
special guardianship order where the approved agencies agree that
Bridstow CE Primary School meets the child’s social, pastoral and
educational needs.

Places will then be allocated using the following criteria:
1.

Those children with an exceptional and professionally supported
medical or social need for a place at this school. This must be
supported by written evidence, eg from a specialist health
professional, social worker, or other care professional which sets out
the reasons why this school is the most suitable school and the
difficulties that would be caused if the child had to attend another
school. Children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), and
for whom Bridstow School is the named provider will be accepted
after consultation with the Local Authority.

2.

Those children who have a brother or sister (blood relative, stepsibling, fostered or adopted) on roll at Bridstow School at the time of
admission are next to be allocated places.

3.

Those children living in the catchment area of the school, as defined
by the Herefordshire Council, will be considered next.

4.

Children of families who are regular attendees and are actively
involved in the worship, life and work of a Christian Church,
supported by a statement from the parish priest or minister of that
church are then considered.

5.

Pupils who live nearest to the school by the shortest available walking
route from their front door to the gates of the school at HR9 6PZ (NB
– the Governing Body will use the policy of Herefordshire Council in
determining such distances).

Bridstow CE Primary School
Admissions Policy
Supplementary Notes
i.

A 'looked after child' or a child who was previously looked after but immediately
after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special
guardianship order. A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local
authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the
exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of
the Children Act 1989).

ii.

Regular attendance at a service of worship will be defined as once per month
for at least 6 months. ‘Active involvement’ statements should indicate the
contribution of the family to the work of the church or faith establishment.

iii.

The Christian nature of our school does not preclude applications from
members of faiths other than the Christian Church. These will be considered
based upon the same criteria as above.

iv.

If an application for admission is denied, it must be based upon the criteria
above. Parents then have the right to appeal to the Governing Body in the first
instance, and further to an independent panel, organised by the Diocesan
Office. The school will be pleased to provide details if required.

v.

Where it is clear that over-subscription is likely, the school will endeavour to
inform parents as early as possible that this is the case, in order to allow all
options to be considered early in the process.

vi.

Where family homes are equidistant from the school, and all other criteria are
equal, the decision for admission will be made by the drawing of lots. This
process will be independently witnessed.
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